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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the conespondence address- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Status 

[B^rtesponsive to communication® filed on 

□ This action is F8MAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is eflosed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

[F^laimfs) : 



/3 - 39 



Of the above claim(s)_ 

□ Claim(s) 

kKJlaim(s) 

□ Claim(s)_- 

□ Claim(s) 



13 - a? 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are pending in the application. 

. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

^Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (aHd)- 
nrf5\ □ Some* □ None of the: 
HK5ertified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No — 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
*Certified copies not received: ■ . 



Attachments) 

[^formation Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). <Q-5 030 4° □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

H^fTotice of Reference® Cited, PT0892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other 

Office Action Summary 
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1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 

included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

2. (a) the invention was known or used by others in this 
country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 13-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as 
being anticipated by EP 1022245A2, the European equivalent of 
U.S. 6,545,461 which is relied upon as a translation thereof. 
More particularly, the reference has a common assignee with the 
instant application and as can be seen, not only from the U.S. 
equivalent, Storbeck et al . , U.S. 6,595,461 but also, e.g. from 
Figure 1 of EP -245, is the equivalent of the pending U.S. 
application and has a publication date of July 26, 2000, almost a 
year earlier than the June 8, 2001 filing date of the pending 
application. 

4. Claims 13-29 are provisionally rejected under the 
judicially created doctrine of obviousness- type double patenting 
as being unpatentable over claims 1-12 and 14-17 of copending 
Application No. 09/728,839 in view of the Handbook of Adhesives, 
second edition (1977) Chapter 47. The claims are substantially 
identical except for applicants claiming a "paper" backing 
instead of the film backing set forth in Serial No. 09/728,839 
that is relied upon as the primary reference. The secondary 
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reference is relied upon as disclosing the believed well known 
partial equivalence of paper versus film backings in the adhesive 
tape art. Note in the cited handbook teaching the general 
equivalence of the two and the availability of methods to improve 
paper backings "internal strength (ply strength or delamination 
resistance)" - see Page 725, column 1, bottom paragraph. Note 
also that while the Handbook reference does not expressly teach 
the initial equivalence of paper versus film backings, page 725 
is filled with techniques to change the physical properties of 
whatever type of backing is selected so as to arrive at a desired 
set of end properties after employing a variety of techniques 
well known to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

This is a provisional obviousness -type double patenting 

rej ection . 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (571) 272-1486. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (571) 272-1478. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either private PAIR or public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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